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/\/\ . AI"I CJ . New UST Contactor Certification Exam's
aine ead in will Help Nor theast Tank Qwners Find Qut

Tanl? R eP Ia cement Who's Qualified ... and Who's Not!

ata from Maine’s undergrounc] tank
registration database suggestourstate is ome New Eng]ancl statesand New
farther a|ong in replacing old tanks than the S York State are joining the growing ranks

national trend. The Decem berl 9911 edition of state UST programs thatwant to see

of N tional Petroleum News (NP N) reported the results of a qualified, certfied contractors installing and rem oving
survey conducted l)y the Petroleum Marketers Association of un&ergrouncl Petroleum storage tank and piping systems. By
America P MAA). The survey indicated that 5% of ]anuary] Qg5, under

P MAAm embers tanks have been l)roughtinto comp|iance
withl 988 US .Envirormental Protection Agency (EPA)
deadlines for upgrac]ing unc]erground tanks. Among smaller
marketerswho are notP M}A\Am anbers, &12 Figure was 47%.

[n contrast, t}w tank registration (Jatahase m aintaine:]
L}y the Maine Deparhn entof Environm ental Protection
(DEP) irEchcated)in ar;\;\:alysis done on Dechl)erZ,] Q9U that Figure 1_ I EI e}ASI i Blt ( ] aled St%l I h I brgrwrd Ta_r]IG
23,035 \77.0% of ines2 Q,Q:’)Opopu ation of . . . .
uncJergroun(J bare or asphalt—coated steel tanks have been ReerVEd ard Fén‘al nlrg In I\/b.lm 12/2/94
rem oved or rep|acecJ. Work out themath and thatleaves
6,805 tanks 23%) to be rem oved or rep|acecl (Figurel ).

Q the bare and asphalt—coated steel tanks that remain
in /\/\aine, 3U4U6 are out of com pliance from thel 089,11 9Q, %

and /orl QoL deadlines. The other 344Q are due to be . Rerrum d Replaﬁm d

rem oved or replacecJ l)y chol)er] | Q97 (FigureZ). ..
PMAAS data appears to excludem any heaﬁng oll D Rennmlrg ‘

hanks,since they are exclu&ed from EP)A\ regu|aﬁons. N\aine's 153( )35

(Jata, however,includes heaﬁng oil tanks. However,

P /\/\AA'S cJa'{a acHresses a” issues onheiJner ornot t]qe

{aci|iﬁes are in com pliance wiﬂq EPA'S recochs, wl1i|e N\aine's

(Jata, as com pilec], on|y separates L}are an(J aspha|t coated steel Fig-l’e 2- Lj-m’gm-'rd Tm w GF me a’d
tanks from tanks that have some fom of corrosion protection. Fh-rairirg in I\/bim 12/2/%

Some of Maine’s tanks that have been rep|aced,especia”y

those rep|acec1 before the effective date of EP A rules, could sl

be outof comp|iance with the EP A rules if there is nom eans of

leak detection or if the piping does notm eet Federal standards.
NP Niurther reported that tank m anuFacturing

capacity is currently insufficient to m eet dem and if upgrac]es are

i B Renoved or Replaced
H Renaining

N

accomp|isl1e(] naﬁona”y on schedule. B e thankful wete this far
ahead.

-H8E8S

1989 1901
Rermoval Deadlire
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grountJ storage tank (UST) contractors in the Northeastwil
kave access to vo|umary, Fee-supportecl, cerﬁFication exams for
UST insta”aﬁon /{e hoFitﬁng, UST (Jecommissioning (closure),
tank ﬁglﬂness tesﬁng,an& ST cathodic protection. Future
testsmay address ST site assessmentand a[}ovegrouncl
storage tanks (ASTs). These tests have been (Jeveloped By the
[ntemaﬁonal Fire Co(]e [nsﬁh,lte (]FG), a non-proﬁtpul}lic
service l)eneﬁtcorporaﬁon, in cooperaﬁon wiﬂq parﬁcipaﬁng
state agencies and practicing contractors.

This new regional voluntary certification effortm eans
that tank owners in the Northeastwill soon be able to acquire
alist of tank contractors who have passed the IF(J exams.
FQwill provic]e these lists free to participating state agencies,
and atcost to the pul)lic. The exam swill be administered
electronica”y un&er contract to H:C] l)y AssessmentSystem s,
Inc. (AS]). Exam -cJevelopm entand administration will be fee-
supportecl through IFd. Parﬁcipaﬁng contractors will paya
fee of $50per exam .

Inl QQ3, several states in the Northeast asked the
New England Interstate VWater Pollution Control
Commission (NEIWP CC) to look into the possil)ility of
provic]ing UST contractor certification on a regional basis.
NEIWP CChas worked with state regulators and
contractors from Cannecﬁcut, /\/\aine, /\/\assachusetts, New
Ham pshire, New York,'R hocle IslancJ , anc] \/erm ont towartJ
this goal.

The Chaim an of the B oard of UncJergrouncJ Storage
Tank [nsm”ers (B UST]) in /\/\aine, Gerry LaPointe, an(J its
stag,J'm Hynson, agreec] &mttjne H:G examination cJoes not
meet Maine’s reciprocity standard of "o less stringent’ than
Mainess program . However,B USTI Fu”y supports efforts in
the other states to provi(Je training and testing for uncJergroun(J
storage tank installers.

In ]anuary] QQ3, the states reached consensus on the
generic technical lrznowlecjge that should be addressed in
certification exam for installers and rem overs. The group agreec]
on ﬂqe purpose of a certification program, ﬂqe essenﬁal elem ent
ofastate |icen5ing program . The group also recognizecJ that
altjnough NEIWP CC could assist the states in {inc]ing a
testing service and icJenﬁFying training opportunities to be
oﬁerec} ona voluntary basis, t}m states &wm selves woulc] have
to seek auﬂqority for anym andatbw certification or |icensing
program anc] take responsil}ility for enforcement. Currendy,
Maine is the only Northeast state with Iicensing au&mrity.
The states UST installer certification program has been in place
sincel G86. /\/\aine has l)een active in parﬁcipating in tJnis
regional certification evaluation effortbuthas no need or
interestin using the [FA testing service.

ASIs electronic testing service includes two sites in
/\/\aine,B angor anc] Porﬂand,where exam s can Ee ach inisterecl
twice amonth. Thus far, the B oard has not addressed the issue
of whether or not the [F(J examination could receive
continuing ec]ucaﬁon credib 'However, ﬂqe Boar[]'s rules a“ow
for any installer to apply for credit for anytjning he or she has
accomplishet] and feels is wortJny o{ol)taining continuing
education credits.

"I feel rea”y good about the certification program ' says

John Pirong of TINY (Tank Installers of NY). [ think the

trend toward getting Betterquahﬁed people working in this
indush’y is very im portant. Through ﬂqis process, you are
provic]ing somem easure of insurance that the proFessiona|
installer understands al ﬂqe proper environm ental and sa{ety
proce&ures associated with ins\a”ing and testing tanks”

The proper installation and rem oval of UST systemsat
motor fuel Aispensing facilities is essential to preventing po”uﬁon
anc] protech'ng hum an healtjn and saFety, not to mention
protecting the livelihood of tank owners. The federal
governm enthas setal 998 deadline for upgracling the nation’s
USTS to state-of-the-art technical standards. P\s the federal
deadline draws near, there will be an unprecedenbzd demand for
tank rem ovals and installations. Substandard work could
jeopardize l)oﬂq lmm an healtjn ancJ ﬂwe environment, cause
affected tank owners undue economic har&ship asa result of
cost]y environm en\al rm echation, anc] create anot}wr generation
oFleaking tanks.

For inform ation on how to take the exam in the
Nor&wastarea, contact one of the Fo”owing state agency

contacts:

Connecﬁcut-- Scot Desher, DEP, 2 03) wu-337u
New Ham pshire - ]_ynn Wooc}arc], DES , (603)27-

36ul

New Y ork --RussB rauksieck, DEC,I (800) 2 -
3888

Rhode lsland -- Dan R ussell £ricBeck, DEM, (1a)
2772797

\/ermont--TecJ Uncles, DEC, (8c2)2u -3888

jennie Bridge, Environm enfa/Scien tistand Coorc/ina tor, UST /
LUST V%)rla Goup; Nw England ln terstate V\é ter
Pollution Control Commission. /Artic/e excerptedand edited
Ay/im Hynson from p/anne(lpublica tion in I\IIEIV\IP CC
I\Iewsleﬂrr, L US TLine Bulletin R .

P77

If you have any questions of a technical or
regulatory nature t}watyou wish to have
answerecl in t}ﬁs newsletter,please clirect t}mm to
I'm Hynson,BoarJ of UnAergrounA Storage
Tank [nsta”ers, [ /:) /\/\aine DepartmentoF
Environm ental Protection ,State House Station
17, Augusta, ME 01333, O call207 487
265 .
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Tliose Tanks in iAm erica's Baclzyarcls an<l Basem ents

A[)ovegrouno/ and Uno/ergrounc/ Hom e Hea ting Ql Tanks

twasastomy Mearch clay.
N\rs. Dell)ertB eal,warm
and snug in home along
Maine’s oft tem pestuous
coast, was troul)lecl l)y tlie unm istalzal)le O(lor
of fuel oil. She putina call to her home
lieaﬁng oil clealer,wlio clispatcliecl a t>urner
technician. After a l)rielinspech'on of the
furnace ancl tlne outsicle al)ovegrouncl oil tanlz,
l*ie assuretl lier tlnat t'lqings loolrzecl fine. But,
/\/\rs.Beal conﬁnuecl to sm ell Fuel oil, 50 sl*ie
called her oil dealer again. The technician pai&
anoll"ier visitan(l, after anoll"ier inspecﬁon,
reassured her that all was riglitwitli the world.
Butl}eing 7b-years old and of stern
Y ankee l)lootl, Ms.B eal knew som etJning
was wrong and that she would have to take
up this investigation herself. She crawled under
the house. B ecause of shallow bedrock
conclih'ons, her house has no basem ent, only a
small crawl space ) Before long, she discovered
fuel ol running along the surface of the
bedrock. She called her il dealer again and
personally escorted the technician under the
house for a visual inspection.

Aimr lurtl'*ier investigation, the
technician detem ined that the source of the
prol)lem was a copper fuel supply line,wliicli
was covere(l l)y al)out 6 incl'\es olsoil, tl*iat
ran along the bedrock. The oil com pany
replace(l the line and reporterl the leak to the
Maine Departn entof Environm ental
Protection (MDEP).

Tom alae a long story sliort, /\/\rs.
Beal's well is contam inatetl, the /\/\DEP lias
spent$52,000, to clate, on cleanup, and
Mrs.Bealis sl loolzing ata $700bill from
the oil dealer for service calls. At the urging of
her lawyer, the oil com pany agreecl to

remburse MDEP for cleanup.

ln tJnis eclition of Tanles Downeast,
[l leave the reakn oigasoline stations and
convenience stores and m ove into l)aclayarcls
and basements to explore the domestic side of
tanks and recommend a goocl liealtl'iy dose of
leak prevention and cure. Ms Beals story is
true (the name has been cliange(l to protect
the innocent) and illustrates an al)ovegrouncl
tank (ASTl,ratlmr than an UST,prol)lem for
areason: AST s are the source of mostof our
l*iome l*ieating oil ianlz cleanups ...som ucl1 50,
that MDEP has initiated a series of Public
Service Announcements to educate the

l"if)m eowner.

Politics and Perm eal)ility

Fuel oilis amid-distillate peholeum

protluct, Wl“iiCl“i is usecl for l*iome l*ieating

pri'n arily in New Englan&, the m iJ-Atlanﬁc
states, Wasl*iington, ancl Qegoni Otl'*ier
sections of the country rely m ore on electric
power,natural gas,anrl liqueiie& petroleum gas
(LPG). UnderSubtite | of RQR A, Con-
gress exemptecl tank systems used for storing
lieaﬁng oil for consum ptive use on the premises
wl*iere store(l. N\aine, along witJn several
otJner states, liowever, (loes regulate iuel oil
tanks. Maine uses the same age-l)asetl

rem oval schedule and seconclary containment
replacem entrequirements tliatapply to the
state’s gasoline storage tanks.

l)liysically, luel oil is m ore viscous
than the ligl*iter petroleum distillates (such as
gasoline) and generally doesn'tm ove ilqrougl'\
the soil as fast or as far as gasoline. Based on
our experience, UST iuel oil contamination
tends to be localized-confined to the tank
owners, andm ayl)e the neigl*il)or's,well. B ut,
there are always exceptions. Fuel oil willmove
faster and farther if it finds a convenient
concluit, SUCl“l asa l)e(lroclz fracture or certain
kinds of m anm ade contrivances.

For exam ple, one homeowners
l)asem ent tanla sprang a leale, an(l tlie iuel oil
made its way tl'*irougl*i afracture in the
basement floor clirectly to the bedrock well
outside. B asem entsump pumps are notorious
for pum ping fuel ol from a spill (lirectly into
gravel drains around homes. Water and
electric line trenches thatare backfilled with
sand are potenﬁal conduits. Stom sewers
have also proven to be excellent fuel oil

conduits.

Plum l)ing Particulars

Before going into the m odes of fuel ol
storage system Failure,lll explain to tlwe non-
fuel oil user how these systems are setup.
Tliey are designe(l and installed inm oststates
accorcling to the National Fire Protection

f\ssociah‘on (N‘FPA) Code 3, Installa on

of O/—Burning Equipment B acleyarcl and
l)asemental;ovegrouncl tanlzs, usually between
275 and 330gallons in capacity, are
constructed to Undenwriters Laboratories
(UL) 80:Standard for Steel Inside Tanks for
Oll-Burner Fuel.

Altlﬁougli the capacity of basement
storage tanks is imited l)y code to a total of
660 gallons, usually economic and space
constaints dictate the use of a single 275-
gallon tank. These "275s" are oval in sl'\ape
(see cliagram )so ll"iey canfit througl*i a
basementdoor or bulkhead. Qitsi(le tanks
thatare larger than 660 gallons mustbe
constructed to UL 1 @2-Standard for Steel
/%oveground Tanks for Fhmmable and
Combustible Liquids.

In the un(lergrouncl reabn, fuel ol
UST 5 are supposecl tomeet the UL 58.-
Standard for Steel Unc/ergrounc/ Tanks for
FEmmal)/e and (:om l)usﬁl)/e Liquic/s, l)ut -

‘m iclnigl*it" variances from this standard range
from 2,000 gallon boiler plate pressure vessels
tol U-gauge 275s. While the pressure vessels
seem lilze overlaill, the tl'*iin wallecl 275s were
clearly notclesigne(l to be buried and are easy
targets for corrosion.

ln tlie past, liom eowners installe& luel
ol tanks in the grouncl for various reasons-the
lack of space, no basement, or, perliaps, a
failure to recognize the aesthetic value of the
al)ovegroun& tank as a lawn omament. Also,
the oil "crisis” of thel Q70s promptecl many
l“lUTl eowners to install large capacity li e., 550
to 2,000- gallonl UST's

The piping for both above and below
grountl fuel ol systems typically consists of a
3 /ﬁ-incli copper supply line,wliicl'i runs
between the tank and the fumace. For
l)asem entinstallations, pastpractice was to run
tl"ie line uncler tl"ie concrete Floor, along wiilq all
the other "plum l)ing" (m ore of this practice

laterl, or along tJne iloor or walls.

Ql l)urners neecl a constantsupply of
fuel but can only bum itata certain rate.
IA\l:)ovegroun(l tanlas, l)y virtue ol tl1e l*ieacl
pressure irom tl'*ie tanla, provi(le a stea(ly Flow
of fuel to the burner tlirougli a single line.
UST iuel oil piping reguires a two-line system,
a luel supply suction line, ancl areturn line tliat
"returns” the fuel thats notused l)y the burner
l)aclz to tl1e tanlz. li tl1e suction line lealas, tl*ie
iurnace starts to sputter, l10wever,ii tl1e return
line leaks you'cl never know it. Thats wl*iy our
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rules require thatboth the suction and return
lines be installed in secondary containment
with leak detection.

[n ﬂ'w past, here in /\/\aine,Fi” |ine5
and ventlines forboth UST and AST home
heaﬁng ol tanks were constructed of 14 Ai- to
11 2-black iron pipe (clearly not suitable for
UST piping l)y toc]ay's stanclarcls),and run
qurough the basementwall or against the
house to where ﬂqey could be accessed l)y the
fuel il cJelivery driver.

The driverm akes a ﬁghtconnecﬁon
on the fill pipe and pumps procluctinto the
tank under pressure. He or she knows when
t]qe tank is {u“ By |i5tening to t]we ventwhisﬂe,
an overfill device thats attached to the vent
fine at the tank. The {itﬁng contains a tube
whistle thatextends into the tank ata pre-
established level. As the tank is Being filled the
air rushes through the tube and out the vent
line, producing a whisﬂing noise that the driver
can hear. As fuel rises up to the level of the
tu[)e anc] subm erges it, t]qe wlﬂsﬂe is silencerL
The driver then knows to teminate the
(Jelivery.

Failures and Fixes

There are a num ber ogpomntia|
integrity proHems associated with fuel oil
systems, [)ut|et's |ook at tke main cu|prit--
piping - and its partner in crime -- corrosion.
Galvanic corrosion is certainly a preciator that
lurks ready to pounce on buriedmetals given
the rigktcon&itions. This type of corrosion
usua”y involves differences betweenm etals or
differences between chemical properties of the
backfill m aterial surrounding the pipe.

The latter is |i|?e|y to be the proHem
in Mrs.Beals case -- copper lines resting on
bedrock and covered with soil. Amore
uEiquitous situation exists where copper lines
rest on soil and are covered Ey a concrete
Easm\ entﬂoor. The pointwhere soi|,
concrete, an& coppermeettends to Ee where
most corrosion occurs. VVhen you add alitde
water, tJ'le corrosion circuitis com p]eixe.

The currentinstallation practice in
Muaine is to sleeve the copper linesinPVC
or ABS p|ash'c pipe to preventcontactwiﬂw
this aggressive environment. Anoi}werway of
keeping copper piping outof ham Sway is to
run ita|ong the basementwall. This getsit
abovegroun& an& off tJﬁe ﬂoor. S|ips, trips, an&
falls don'tdo you or the piping any good, soif
youmustrun t}\e |ine across the ﬂoor, cover it
with door threshold stripping.

Fuel filters and shut-off valves can also
corrocJe if parﬁa"y Euriei These items, as we”
as the exposed portion of the piping are

suscepﬁlale to dam age, especia“y in outsicle
situations. For exam ple, at anodﬂer coasmL
sha”ow Eec]rock site, a snow plow clippecJ t}w
fuel line and filter. The fuel leaked outand the
owner tJnoughtshe was s'mp|y outof fuel.

The oil com pany filled the tank up and in a few
days the fuel was gone. Asa re5u|t, seven
homes have contam inated wells. [f MDEP
were to install a community water supply (they
are on carbon filter systems for now) the cost
would be 91 Il M ... all because of a litde 275-
ga”on home heaﬁng oil AST.

Steel UST'S {ail, for them ostpart,
because of corrosion, hutanvegrouncJ 275s
fail in m ore " comical’ ways. The spinc“y steel
|egs rustout, {rostkeave ﬁps mnks over, snow
anc] ice Fa”ing from roofs l)reak Iines, anc]
rup tures from ventrestrictions occur
{requent’y. This latter example seems to
happen to a lot of manifold tanks-the first one
fills up and ruptures, probauy because of
inadequate venting of the tank. ASTs can
also Fail Eecause of corrosion,especia”y if &1ey
have water in the bottom or if t]qey are sitting
righton the ground.

[n some cases, secondary containment
for home heaﬁng oil ASTswould be a gooc]
idea. Mostnational codes don'tmandate
secondary containmentunless storage capacity
exceeds 660 ga”ons fora single tank orl 320
ga“ons aggregate. | would recommend
secondary containmentif the tank is located in

abasementwith an unfinished dirt or

fill pipe

nelguge &

pmlulll':ll III\

bedrock) floor or if the tank is outside in an
areawith sanch soils and within 50 feetof a
well. You can Buy,{or a price, tanks
contained in attached steel dikes. ve also
seen tanks with seconcJary containment
consisting of the bottom half of a concrete
septic tank.
Fam cusLast Wor& s

One lastword on UST home
heah‘ng oil tanks. Because UST s are
concea|ed, inmy opinion, they are notfor

kom euse, un|ess secon&ari|y containe& wiﬂw

continuous leak detection. ”you are a home
heaﬁng oil UST owner in a state thatdoes
notregulate home heaﬁng oil USTS, itdoesn't
mean there is noﬂqing to worry about. ]Fyou
kave a Euriec] 275, removeit ... now!

Youm ay say to yoursel{, " Why
shoulcl ] L}e concemed,] |ive in town an(J have
city water ]ustwaitunﬁl you try to sell or
refinance your home. ]_enrJing institutions and
prospective Buyers are very |eery about UST s.
We find dozens of unregisterecJ home heaﬁng
oil UST'S each yearasa resultonroperty
transfers.

Sonow tJnatyou know what can happen to
t]qatinnocuous |ooking tank in your l)asem ent,
Eackyard, orin the grouncl,you are hamvay to
winning the battle. Envirormental awareness
Begins athom e,so pay attention to your
heaﬁng oil system . For heaven sakes, iFyou
startusing m ore {uel than nom al,clon ‘t keep

{i”ing up the tank... investigate.

W Da ViLJ MGslei//, pefro/eum storage
specia/istwi% the Mhine Depar)mento)r
Environmental Protection. Reprin ted from

LUSTLine Bu//eﬁn 2 O,/unel Qo4
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Self Inspection Checklists

Self Inspection Checklist for
Basement and Backyard
Aboveground Home Heating Oil Tanks
If you answer *YES" to any of the following questions, call your oil burner technician for a more
detailed inspection and corrective measures. This is a list of items you can easily observe. But
remember, look, don't touch. It's best to call a licensed oil heat technician and let a professional
take care of it.

q Are the tank legs unstable or on a precarious foundation?

q Are there any signs of rust, weeps, wet spots, or excessive dents on the tank's surface?

q Avre there any drips or signs of leakage around the filter or valves?

q Do the oil lines between the tank and the furnace run either under concrete or aboveground
without being encased in protective tubing?

q Is there danger of snow or ice falling on the tank?

q Is the tank vent clogged or restricted because of ice, snow, or insect nests? (Screened vents

con be used to prevent insect nest problems.)

Is the overfill whistle silent when the tank is being filled? (Ask your delivery person.)
Avre there signs of spills around the fill pipe or the vent pipe?

Is the fuel-level gauge cracked, stuck, or frozen ... or are there signs of oil around it?
Are you using more oil than normal?

o0 o o o

Setf—tnspectionChecktist-for Home Heating- Gt OSTS:
If you answer 'YES" to any of the following questions, ca// your oil burner technician for a more
detai/ed inspection and corrective measures. (Of course, the best thing to do is to remove your
UST and switch to aboveground storage.)
q Are you using more fuel than normal?
q Is your tank taking on water--a rise in water level greater than 1/2" for an 8-to 12-hour
period? (Your oil-burner technician can check for water or provide you with water-finding
paste so you can check yourself.)*

q Avre there signs of oil sheens in nearby streams, wetlands, or drainage ditches?*

q Avre there signs of distressed (withered) vegetation over or down slope of the tank?*

q Is the tank vent clogged or restricted because of ice, snow, or insect nests? (Screened vents
can be used to prevent insect nest problems.)

q Is the overfill whistle silent when the tank is being filled? (Ask your delivery person.)

q Are there signs of spills around the fill pipe or the vent pipe?

* This condition requires notification of the DEP.
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JEm[or cement Upclate

granted to their eight(B) hour refresher.

P .

COUYSQS are OFFEYQ(J onan as-needed II)&S]S.

Contacts a{eTecn Consuhants, 500

ne installer received a civil penalty of $800
aftera hearing for Failing to install continuous
interstitial spacem onitoring in an on-site
consumptive fuel oil tank installation. The
installer had retrofitted them onitoring prior to the hearing, and
the B oard reduced its nomal penalty for this violation of
b OOOplus suspension since the installation occurred one
month after the effective date of the interstitial spacem onitoring
requirements.

A second installer agree& to a Consent Agreement
which included a six (6) month suspension of his Aher certificate
for Failing to incorporate interstitial space m onitoring into
uncJergroun(J piping associated with two above grouncJ tank
installations. Two other installers parﬁcipatec] in one of these
two ins\a”aﬁons, an(J receivetJ three (3) m onﬂw suspensions an(J
$ 000 civil penalﬁes aftera nearing before the B oard for
a”owing the violation to occur.

Four installers found them selves with insufficient
continuing education and expirec] certificates. All four cases
were resolved with ConsentAgreem ents in which the installers
were assessed $250 civil penalﬁes and allowed six (6)month
prohaﬁonary perioch in order to com plet’e their continuing
education.

Four other cases involved installers who used chop
tubes thatwere too shortin their installations. (DEPs Aur
Bureau requires (Jrop tubes to extend to within 6 inches of the
bottoms of the tanks Forstage I vapor recovery). In these
cases, t]'1e insta”ers 'mmec]iate|y wentl)ack out to t]'1e sites ancJ
rep|acecJ the non-conFotming chop tubes. Ohce corrections
werem ade, the B oard dismissed the charges.

Che a”egaﬁon thatan installer had failed to report
evidence of a leak was dismissed when the investigation
determined thatanother installer was ac\ua”y responsihle for the
tank rem oval in question. A ConsentAgreementis penc]ing
for another installer regarding this incident.

Soutjnl)orougn Dr.,South Pordand, ME
Ooul 06;207-773-5753.

Cre(]itwas renewec] for two courses oﬂ’-erecl

l)y ﬂwe /\/\aine Departm entof ]_al)or.

" Unc]ers‘\anding G HA'S] Q OGeneral
Ind ustry S tan(Jar(Js," and " Understanding
Q) HA'SI QR6 Construch'on ]ndustry
Standards,” were both grantec] eight (8) hours
cre&iteach. Contact]_ynn Lam stein, /\/\aine
Deparfm entof La[)or,B ureau of Labor
Stanclarcls,s tate House Station 83,
Augusta, ME 0u333;,207 /62 1-6160.
) DEP and MOD A are offering "SaFet/
Training For'Purging /Cleaning of Petroleum
UST 5" on Fel}ruary 23,1 Q5. The B oard
granted four (1) hours credit to this course.
Contact /\/\aine Ol Dealers'Associaﬁon,
POB ox Q06, Y am outJn, ME ou096;
207 BL6.A13.
TheB oard also gran'tev:l, on four (11) occasions,

Train ing ()ppor tunities

ele accidendy discovered a number of
installers have taken the Enviroflex piping
field installation instruction that has been
offered Ey Gould Equipm ent Co. The
Board grantecJ wo () hours credit for this course |astspring,
butwe fearm any installers have taken itand no one has given
us copies of their certificates. If youve 5uccess¥u|ly com pleted
fJ"liS instruction, sencJ us a copy oFyour certificate so thatwe
may crechtyou with the two hours continuing education
credit thatyou deserve.
Since the last newsletter, the B oard accredited or installers with individual credit on educational o{Ferings &1ey

renewed the credit of the Fo”owing courses: attended buthad notreceived credit t]wrougn the program

*

A program on S tage ] VaPOY recovery ancJ

sponsorecJ l)y the Maine Qll Dealers'
Association (MODA) and the DEPs
Bureau of Air QJaIity Controlwas held in
Octol)er,l Qou. ltwas granted one )
credithour By the Board.

* Creditwas renewed for G5 HA courses
taughtl)y SaFetech, Inc. The 4Ohour

course was renewed for eight (8) hours

sponsor. If you find an oﬁering thathas notbeen accreditted
But{eel itis wortJny ancJ relevant{or Tank insta”ers, By a” means
app|y to the B oard to obtain creditfor your attendance at the
oFFering.

crec]it,wnile wo (2) hours cre(}itwas

Who You Gonna Call?

]t's Satur(]a ,ora ho|ida , Or one of ﬂqose infamous snuﬂown cJa S. Tne S tate’s closed an(J wi” notreopen unﬁl
Y Y % P
sometime after the end of themillennium . Y oute ata tank yank and you startsm e”ing som edﬁing {unky -
somet]ﬁing fike old gaso|ine. Who you gonna call?
Tnis is notan off &1e wa” situation. Tl'1e Boarc] |'1a5 IﬁacJ atleast t']qree enForcem entcases in &1e |a5tyear in whicn,
Because &1e S tate was c|osetJ when dﬁe insta”er was workin , t]qe insta”er eitJr1er (41(4 not ca” an l)ocJ wnen he Ahe Foun(J
g ybody
contamination, or called som el)ocly who had no reason to be around to answer.

The answer to this situation is sim p|e: I 800/182-0777. DEP and the Maine S tate Police m aintain this phone num ber
2ithours a (Jay, seven (7) (Jays aweek, 365 (Jays ayear. The actual phone rings in the State Police Barracks in Gray, and m essages are
{orwarded to peo |e in DEPs Res onse Services Division. Thatdivision further m aintains an "on-call’ schedule,wherek Aesi nated

peop P y desig

response people are available to be reached atall times. Those folks getpaicJ for heing "on call although notasmuch as for L}eing "on
(Juty."

While the rim e purpose of &1]5 tele hone is for emer encies, italso is to report a” evi(]ences oFleaks ﬂ'\at ou Fin& after nom al

P purp P 9 P Y
Business hours. ” ou (Jo nave to ca”, oumay vel we” L}e inshuctetJ to sta[)ilize the site oursel{unﬁl nom alworkin hours when
Y Y y very Y 9
DEP s R esponse folks can get out to the site. The R esponse folks will be using the infom ation you give them to determine whether or
P 9 P 9 youg

not the situation is an em ergencywhicn requires their mmediate presence. Thats because if the DEP response person thatis on-call
actua”y goesoutona call, the "on call pay becomes "call out' pay (much |'1]g|'1er) immechatEly. In the interest of notwasting the

Statesm oney, you prol)auy won'tgetan after hours visitunless it's a real em ergency.
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Training Opportunities (continued)

Call (cont.)

But]usthecause DEP won't comevisituntil the
State reopens does notmean DEP doesn'twant to hear
about the contamination. ]usthearing aboutit helps the
stagscheéule ﬂqeir time, an& &wre ism uch a&vice tJney can
give you over the phone to he]p stabilize the pro[}lem and
work around it untl nomal working hours.

Fina”y, rema'n[)er &mtyou, as ﬂ'\e insta”er, have a
directresponsihihty for |etting the DEP know oFany
evic]ences of |eaks tJnatyou encounter, anc] in ca”ing widﬂin
21t hours of ohserving the evidence. T here wil prohahly be
no action againstyou if som el)o&y else actua”y calls - but
pastcases of installers trying to argue that &wy t}woughtfjﬁe
owner, fJﬁe site assessor, the neiglﬁhor, or &1e neigH)or's (Jog
was supposed to call -- didn'twork.
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